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Part XVI 

DUAL NATIONALITY '—MILITARY SERVICE CASE OF 
FRANK GHILONI. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department op State, 
Washington, January IS, 1915. 
Frank L. Ghiloni, born Marlborough, Massachusetts, August 4, 
1885, detained at Barga. Father naturalized February, 1886, proprietor 
of restaurant and store, Marlborough. Son clerk in store. Ask release, 
permission to return. Report soon as possible. 

Bryan. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 
[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, January 21, 1915. 
Department's January 13, Ghiloni. Report promptly as possible. 

Bryan. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, January 22, 1915. 
Your one forty-five, twenty-first. 

Have received as yet no reply to my note fourteenth regarding Ghiloni, 
but am renewing request to-day. Page. 

1 See Special Supplement, July, 1915, pp. 369-375. 
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The Secretary of State to Consul Grace. 1 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, February 20, 1915. 
Advise Frank Ghiloni, at Barga, Ambassador endeavoring obtain 
permission his release. 

Bryan. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 25, 1915. 
Your 169, January twenty-second. 
What is status Ghiloni case? 

Bryan. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, March 26, 1915. 
Your 183, twenty-fifth, Ghiloni case. 

No definite reply received to Embassy's several requests. Am again 
urging action. 

Page. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, May 6, 1915. 
Department's 183, March twenty-fifth. Report status Ghiloni case. 

Bryan. 
1 American consul at Leghorn. 



462 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, May 7, 1915. 
Your 212, 6th. 

Ghiloni case still undecided. No reply as yet to Embassy note April 
23rd giving further facts. 

Page. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, May 18, 1915. 
Foreign Office states Ministry of War have decided impossible to 
exempt Frank Ghiloni from liability to military service. 

Page. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, June 7, 1915. 

Your 281, May eighteenth. From affidavit of brother of Frank L. 
Ghiloni it appears that latter resided in Italy about ten years during 
childhood and returned this country at age of twelve and resided here 
continuously until last June, when he went to Italy for his health on 
advice physician. Confirmed by physician's affidavit. His father 
naturalized when Ghiloni was less than one year old. 

Call Italian Government's attention fact Ghiloni was born a citizen 
United States under its law. As he was domiciled in this country when 
he attained majority nearly nine years ago, has evidently made prac- 
tical election American nationality and visited Italy last June for a tem- 
porary purpose, it would seem just and reasonable for the Italian Gov- 
ernment to permit him to leave Italy and return United States. It is 
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hoped that Italian Government, upon a full presentation of these facts, 
will grant this. 

Bryan. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, June 11, 1915. 
Department's 252, seventh, and 256, tenth. 

Ghiloni case again brought attention Foreign Office eighth instant 
with request for early and favorable action, but no reply as yet 

Page. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, July 20, 1915. 
Your 322, June eleventh. Ask early decision Ghiloni case. Say this 
Government hopes Italian Government will give due consideration to 
fact that Ghiloni was born a citizen of the United States under the law 
of this country, has been domiciled in the United States since attaining 
his majority, about nine years ago, and has thus evidently made a prac- 
tical election of American nationality, and that it will release him and 
allow him to return to his home in the United States. It is considered 
by this Government that the principle of election of nationality should 
be recognized in cases of persons born with dual nationality, whether or 
not the municipal laws of the countries concerned prescribe definite 
modes of election. This Government has no desire to intervene in cases 
of persons who were born in the United States of Italian parents but were 
domiciled in Italy upon attaining majority, are still domiciled there, and 
have evidently elected Italian nationality. It is hoped that Italian 
Government will be willing to make a reasonable discrimination in these 
cases. Please endeavor discuss this matter personally with Foreign 
Minister and report result. Lansing. 
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Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, August 13, 1915. 
Informed following American citizens held for military service ordered 
released as born after father's naturalization: Gallo Gaspero, Francesco 
Leone. Alberto Tumillo has already left Italy. Following three now 
under arms being looked into and a decision will shortly follow: Leroy 
Barsotti, Ugo da Prato, 1 Francisco Ghiloni. 

Page. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, August 18, 1915. 
Regarding my 368, thirteenth, Foreign Office officially confirms release 
Gallo Gasparo, Leone Francesco, departure Alberto Tumolillo and states 
following five cases, Barsotti Leroy, Da Prato Mario Ugo, Ghiloni 
Francesco, Mazza Carmine, and Berardini Gostino, being carefully in- 
vestigated and promises early definite reply, which Embassy unofficially 
understands may be favorable. 

Page. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

No. 362.] American Embassy, 

Rome, August 27, 1915. 
Sir: Referring to Department's No. 194 of August 4th, 2 the Depart- 
ment is already in receipt of information that Ugo Da Prato has been re- 
leased from military service by the Royal Italian Government, together 
with other Italian citizens, born of Italian parents after their father had 
become naturalized. This is in accord with a desire expressed by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to find some line of demarcation by which, 
according to his view, cases of American-born citizens, whom Italy can 

1 See letter of the Secretary of State to Senator Lodge, June 9, 1915, Special 
Supplement, July, 1915, p. 369. 

2 Not printed. 
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release without change of her fundamental law, may be segregated from 
cases in which release would require such change, which I understand 
him to consider impossible. 

In this connection I have the honor to report that I have just re- 
ceived from the Foreign Office a despatch of which I enclose a copy of 
the translation, relative to the cases of Ghiloni Francesco and Leroy 
Barsotti, both of whom it appears were born before their fathers became 
naturalized American citizens. 

In the case of Leroy Barsotti, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs replied 
by Note Verbale of July 19th, 1 forwarding the decision of the Royal 
Ministry of War relative to this Embassy's application for Barsotti's 
release, a copy of which is hereto attached. 

In the case of Francesco Ghiloni, the Foreign Office has repeated the 
decision of the Royal Ministry for War, maintaining its position that 
Ghiloni, even if he had during his minority lost his Italian citizenship, 
in consequence of the naturalization obtained in the United States by 
his father, that fact would not have exempted him from military service 
in Italy under Art. 12 of the Civil Code. A copy of the translation of 
the said Note Verbale of date May 16th, 1915, is herewith enclosed. 
I have, etc., 

Thos. Nelson Page. 

[Inclosure 1 — Translation.] 

Ministry fob Foreign Affairs, 
Rome, August 27, 1915. 

note verbale. 

Mr. Ambassador: Referring to my Note No. 44194-488 of the 23d 
instant concerning the case of Da Prato, I have the honor to inform Your 
Excellency relative to Ghiloni Francesco and Leroy Barsotti, both of 
whom were born Italian citizens whose fathers were Italian, and who 
became Americans only in the minority by naturalization of their father, 
the Royal Ministry of War confirms its previous decision and has de- 
clared its inability to permit their release. 

I must therefore confirm to Your Excellency the communication al- 
ready made in my Note No. 27183-113 of May 16th and Note No. 37353- 
344 of July 19th concerning the above-mentioned youths. 

1 Not printed. 
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Regarding the case of Mazza Giacomo and Berardini Agostino, I 
shall make a further communication to Your Excellency at the earliest 
possible moment. 

S. Sonnino. 

[Inclosure 2 — Translation.] 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
Rome, May 16, 1915. 

NOTE VERBALE. 

In reply to the American Embassy's Note No. 486 of April 28th, the 
Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs regrets very much to be obliged to 
make known to that Embassy that according to a decision just received 
from the Royal Ministry of War Francesco Ghiloni, belonging to the 
Class of 1885, can not be considered as exempt from his military obliga- 
tions in Italy. 

In fact, even if he had during his minority lost his Italian citizenship 
in consequence of the naturalization obtained in the United States by 
his father, that fact would not have exempted him from military service 
in Italy, as is explicitly pointed out in Art. 12 of the Civil Code, which 
was still in force when he was called to the colors with the class to which 
he belongs by reason of his age. 

This being the state of the case, the Royal Ministry of War has in- 
structed the Prefect of Lucca to summon Ghiloni before him for personal 
examination, and for his enlistment before the Council of recruiting of 
that Military District. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, September 4, 1915. 
Your 371, August eighteenth. 

Have you any further information concerning Ghiloni case? His 
friends are importunate. 

Lansing. 
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Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

No. 367.] American Embassy, 

Rome, September 4, 1915. 
Sir: Referring to this Embassy's despatch No. 362 of August 27th, 
in regard to the case of Frank L. Ghiloni, an American citizen now serv- 
ing in the Italian Army, I have the honor to report that the Embassy 
has received a communication from Mr. Alfred R. Ghiloni at Marlboro, 
Mass., stating that his brother, Frank L. Ghiloni, is in poor health and 
believed to be suffering from gall stones and that it is hoped the Italian 
Military authorities will relieve him from duty on this ground if on no 
other. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a Note Verbale which 
the Embassy sent to-day to the Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
upon this subject. It will be noted that the Embassy, whilst asking 
for a medical examination with a view to his possible exemption, has 
not surrendered its claim for Mr. Ghiloni's release on other grounds. 
I have, etc. 

For the Ambassador: 
Peter A. Jay. 

[Inclosure.] 

F. O. No. 738.] American Embassy, 

Rome, September 4, 1915. 

note verbale. 

With reference to Note No. 43176-458, dated August 16th from the 
Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs in regard to Frank L. Ghiloni, a 
native-born American citizen, now enrolled in the Royal Italian Army, 
the American Embassy has the honor to inform the Royal Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs that it is in receipt of information that Mr. Ghiloni 
is in very bad health, and believed to be suffering from gall 
stones. 

The American Embassy, while maintaining its request that Mr. 
Ghiloni be released on the ground that he is a native-born American 
citizen, suggests that he be subjected to a careful medical examination 
by the military authorities with a view to his exemption from service 
if found unfit for duty. 
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Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, September 5, 1915. 
Your 314. 

Ghiloni's release refused by War Office on ground born prior to fa- 
ther's naturalization. See Embassy's despatch August twenty-seventh. 
Embassy, while maintaining request for his release as native-born 
citizen, has, at suggestion his family, requested medical examination 
with view to exemption if found unfit. See Embassy's despatch Septem- 
ber fourth. 

Page. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 
[Telegram.] 

Department op State, 
Washington, October 28, 1915. 
Your despatch 367, September fourth. 

Relatives, friends, urging prompt action case Frank L. Ghiloni. Re- 
port status. 

Lansing. 



Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Rome, October 25, 1915. 
Department's 362, twenty-third. 
See Embassy's telegram 389, October fifth. 

Ghiloni's release definitely refused by military authorities, who state 
that if he is sick as claimed he will receive proper and necessary medical 
treatment from army surgeons. 

Page. 
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Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

No. 396.] American Embassy, 

Rome, October 25, 1915. 
Sir: With reference to the Department's telegram No. 362 of October 
23d and my telegram No. 418 of October 25th, I have the honor to en- 
close herewith copy of a note verbale received from the Royal Italian 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, dated October 2d, 1915. 

I have, etc., Thos. Nelson Page. 

[Inclosure — Translation.] 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 

Rome, October 2, 1915. 

note verbale. 

In response to the American Embassy's esteemed Note Verbale No. 
738 of September 4th last, the Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs re- 
grets very much to be compelled to inform that Embassy that the Min- 
istry of War has decided that Francesco L. Ghiloni can not be exempted 
from military service in Italy, for the reason that he was born an Italian 
and only afterwards took up his abode and citizenship in another country. 

In so far as concerns the condition of his health, he must present 
himself before the proper medical officers of his regiment and request 
a medical examination, which will of course be given him, after which 
he will be accorded the same treatment as his fellow-soldiers and in 
accordance with the rules and regulations now in force in the Italian 
Army. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

No. 707.] Department of State, 

Washington, January 8, 1916. 
Sir: The Department has been endeavoring for several months to 
obtain the release from military service in Italy of Frank L. Ghiloni, 
who was impressed into the Italian army upon the occasion of a visit 
by him to that country. It appears from the correspondence on file 
in the Department that Frank L. Ghiloni was born at Marlborough, 
Massachusetts, on August 4, 1885, his father being an Italian subject 
who obtained naturalization as a citizen of the United States on Febru- 
ary 12, 1886. It further appears that Frank L. Ghiloni went to Italy 
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when he was two years of age, returned to the United States in May, 
1897, and resided here continuously until June, 1914, when he went 
to Italy for his health upon the advice of his physician. It was during 
this visit that he was impressed into the Italian army. In a despatch 
No. 396, of October 25, 1915, the Ambassador at Rome transmitted a 
copy of a Note Verbale, which was received from the Royal Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs, dated October 2, 1915, in which the Department's 
request for the release of Mr. Ghiloni was definitely refused for the reason 
that "he was born an Italian and only afterwards took up his abode 
and citizenship in another country." The Department has been in- 
formed that Mr. Ghiloni's immediate family are permanently established 
in the United States. In a communication dated December 25, 1915, 
Mr. Alfred R. Ghiloni, of Marborough, Massachusetts, informed the 
Department that his brother was taken prisoner by the Austrian army 
on October 21, and that his address is now as follows: 

"Frank L. Ghiloni, War Prisoner, 3rd Co., 156th Reg't Infantry, 
Mautheusen, Austria. (Hungary?)" 

Upon behalf of the relatives in this country, Mr. Alfred R. Ghiloni 
requests that proper steps be taken to inform the Austrian officials of 
the American citizenship of his brother, and that his release be requested, 
and permission obtained for him to return to the United States. 

You will please present the facts in this case to the appropriate Aus- 
trian officials, and request that Mr. Frank Ghiloni be released and per- 
mitted to return to this country. You are requested to inform the 
Department, by telegraph, concerning the decision of the Austrian 
authorities in this matter, as Mr. Ghiloni's relatives are very anxious 
to be informed as to the outcome of this case. 
I am, etc. 

For the Secretary of State: 
Frank L. Polk. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State. 
Washington, February 18, 1916. 
See Department's instruction 707, January eighth. 
Emphasize the fact Frank L. Ghiloni, born American citizen, was 
impressed into Italian army and was serving against his wishes. Earn- 
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estly request his release and permission return this country. His mother 
seriously ill because of his plight. Report result intercession also Ghi- 
loni's condition. 

Lansing. 



Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 
[Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, February 18, 1916. 
Mr. Lansing makes reference to the Department's telegrams of Feb- 
ruary 17, 1 1916, July 20, 2 1915, and June 7, 3 1915, and to the arguments 
therein advanced, and emphasizes the facts that Ajello, who was domi- 
ciled in this country ever since his birth in 1882, and who evidently 
has elected. American Nationality, was seized while he was on a visit to 
Italy. The note of the Foreign Office of October 2, enclosed in Mr. 
Page's dispatch No. 396 of October 25, indicates a misunderstanding 
of the case of "Ghiloni." It is not through naturalization but by birth 
in this country that Ajello and Ghiloni claim American citizenship. 
Mr. Page is instructed to secure a definite reply and to make a report. 



Ambassador Penfield to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Vienna, March 3, 1916. 
Department's 1129, February eighteenth. 

Information just received from Central Information Bureau of Red 
Cross states Frank Ghiloni wounded and taken prisoner in October 
last, tranferred to Mauthausen in November. He is now perfectly 
well. Am awaiting reply competent authorities concerning his release. 

Penfield. 

1 Not printed. 2 Supra, p. 463. 3 Supra, p. 462. 
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Ambassador T. N. Page to the Secretary of State. 

[Extract.] 

No. 461.] American Embassy, 

Rome, March 4, 1916. 
Sir: Referring to the Department's telegram No. 482 of February 18 
relative to the detention in Italy for military service of Enrico Ajellor 
and also to the Ghiloni case, I have the honor to report that immediately 
upon the receipt of the Department's telegram I addressed another 
note to the Royal Minister for Foreign Affairs, carrying out the instruc- 
tions contained in your telegram. 

I also called upon the Minister personally and went over the whole 
matter with him. He promised to have all these military service cases 
studied anew. 
I have, etc., 

Thomas Nelson Page. 



Ambassador Penfield to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Vienna, March 14, 1916. 
1185, March fourteenth. 
My telegram 1172, March third. 

Ministry ask what guarantee can be given that Frank Ghiloni will 
not again bear arms against monarchy Or allies during present war, 
case release. 

Penfield. 



Ambassador Penfield to the Secretary of State. 

No. 1404.] American Embassy, 

Vienna, March 16, 1916. 
Sir: With reference to the Department's instruction No. 707 of Janu- 
ary 8th, telegram No. 1129 of February 18th, and this Embassy's 
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telegrams No. 1172 and No. 1185 of March 3rd and 14th, re- 
spectively, relative to the American citizen Frank Ghiloni, who was 
taken prisoner of war by the Austro-Hungarian forces while serving in 
the Italian army, I have the honor to enclose herewith copy of a Note 
Verbale No. 24692-7, dated March 9th, in which the request contained 
in my last telegram above mentioned on behalf of the Austro-Hungarian 
Ministry of War and other details relative to Ghiloni were recited. 
Copy of the Embassy's Note Verbale in reply to this communication 
is also enclosed for the information of the Department. 
I have, etc., 

Frederic C. Penpield. 

[Enclosure 1 — Translation.] 

Austro-Hungarian Foreign Office, 

Vienna, March 9, 1916. 

note verbale. 

With reference to the very esteemed Notes Verbales No. 4948 of 
February 8th and No. 5189 of February 21, 1916, the Imperial and 
Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honor to inform the Embassy 
of the United States of America that it has not failed, upon receipt of 
these Notes, to request the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War for 
conclusive action in this case by the military authorities. 

The Imperial and Royal Ministry of War reports that, while endeavor- 
ing to accommodate the Government of the United States, it is obliged 
to examine the conditions of the case with great care, since Frank Ghi- 
loni was taken prisoner as an Italian soldier with arms in hand by 
Austro-Hungarian soldiers. 

Aside of the proof of personal identity of Ghiloni still to be furnished, 
the investigation of this case will principally affect the question whether 
and to what extent Ghiloni had been compelled to join the Italian army. 

In the opinion of the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War this ques- 
tion can not be answered in the affirmative until further development, 
since it is very likely that if Ghiloni had been compelled to join the 
Italian army against his will, that, as an American citizen, he would 
have appealed to the American Embassy at Rome, for protection, and 
that by its intervention his dismissal would have doubtlessly followed. 

The anxiety contended as being caused to his mother by Ghiloni's 
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fate appears to the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War as hardly 
justifiable in view of the well-known good treatment accorded to Italian 
prisoners of war in this country; this so much the more since Ghiloni 
is at present less exposed to dangers than he was at the time when he 
fought against the Austro-Hungarian army with arms in hand. 

The Imperial and Royal Ministry besides instructed the Command 
of the war prisoners' camps at Mauthausen of the relevant points neces- 
sary in the consideration of the case. 

As regards a definite attitude in this case, it would be of special in- 
terest to the Imperial and Royal Ministry of War to be informed what 
safeguards could be offered should Ghiloni be dismissed and that in such 
an event he would not carry arms against Austria-Hungary or its allies 
during this war. 

The Imperial and Royal Ministry for Foreign Affairs expects kind 
information on this point from the Embassy of the United States of 
America. 

[Inclosure 2.] 

No. 5669.] American Embassy, 

Vienna, March 16, 1916. 

NOTE VERBALE. 

The American Embassy presents its compliments to the Imperial 
and Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and with reference to its Notes 
Verbales No. 4948 of February 8th and No. 5189 of February 21st and 
the esteemed Note Verbale No. 24692-7, dated March 9th, from the 
Imperial and Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, relative to the Ameri- 
can citizen Frank Ghiloni, who was taken prisoner by the Austro- 
Hungarian forces and is now interned in the Monarchy, has the honor to 
state that information was received from the Department of State to the 
effect that the man in question was born at Marlborough, Massachu- 
setts, on August 4th, 1885, his father being an Italian subject who ob- 
tained naturalization as a citizen of the United States on February 12, 
1886; that it further appears that Frank Ghiloni went to Italy when he 
was two years of age, returning to the United States in May, 1897, 
and resided there continuously until June, 1914, when he went to Italy 
for his health upon the advice of his physician. It was during this visit 
that he was impressed into the Italian army. Subsequent to his impress- 
ment a formal request was made to the competent Italian authorities 
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by the American Embassy at Rome for his release, which was, however, 
not granted, on the ground that "he was born an Italian, and only after- 
wards took up his abode and citizenship in another country." 

This Embassy has cabled to the Department of State requesting 
information as to what guarantees can be given that Frank Ghiloni 
will not again bear arms against the monarchy or its allies during the 
present war in case he should be released, and in accordance with the 
request of the Imperial and Royal authorities the desired information 
will be transmitted upon its receipt. 



The Acting Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 21, 1916. 
Your 1185, fourteenth. 

Will Ghiloni's sworn statement be accepted? If not, what guarantee 
will be required? Again mention that Department's records show clearly 
Ghiloni was impressed into Italian army and did not volunteer. This 
Government endeavored obtain his release from Italian army, but 
without success. 

Polk. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador T. N. Page. 

No. 309.] Department of State, 

Washington, March 23, 1916. 
Sir: With reference to the cases of persons born in this country of 
Italian parents and held in Italy for military service, such as the case 
of Ghiloni, the Department's attention is called to Article seven of the 
Italian law on Citizenship, promulgated June 30, 1912, reading as 
follows: 

Except in the case of special provisions to be stipulated by international treaties, 
an Italian citizen born and residing in a foreign nation, which considers him to be a 



476 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

citizen of its own, retains still Italian citizenship, but he may abandon it when he 
becomes of age. 

Please ask the Italian Government whether this provision is not ap- 
plicable to persons born in this country of Italian parents, provided such 
persons were domiciled in this country upon attaining their majority, 
still maintain such domicile, and evidently elected American rather than 
Italian nationality. You will also ask to be informed as to what evi- 
dence will satisfy the Italian authorities of abandonment of Italian 
nationality on the part of persons born in the United States of Italian 
parents. 

I am, etc. 

For the Secretary of State: 

Frank L. Polk. 



Ambassador Penfield to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Embassy, 
Vienna, March 27, 1916. 
Ministry Foreign Affairs inform me Ministry War although prepared 
to comply wishes American Government regarding release Frank L. 
Ghiloni can not do so except under assumption that American Govern- 
ment first cause Italian Government recognize his American citizen- 
ship, otherwise likelihood would obtain after being discharged he could 
again be compelled by Italy or Allies to perform military service Italian 
army against Central Powers; this in view refusal Italian authorities 
to recognize his American citizenship and permit return to United 
States, intervention of American representatives notwithstanding. 

Penfield. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, March 81, 1916. 
Your 1205 twenty-seventh. Ask release Ghiloni upon his sworn 
statement that he will return immediately United States, and will not 
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leave United States during continuance war. Say Department received 
positive assurances Ghiloni impressed into Italian army against his will, 
and upon such assurances Department endeavored obtain his release. 
Department assured Ghiloni will not revisit Italy during war. 

Lansing. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

[Telegram.] 

Department of State, 
Washington, April 25, 1916. 
Your despatch number 1404, March 16, and Department's telegram 
1179, March 31. Will Austrian authorities release Ghiloni upon his 
promise suggested and Department's assurance that passport will not 
be issued to him to leave United States during continuation of war? 

Lansing. 



Ambassador Penfield to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

American Embassy, 
Vienna, May 5, 1916. 
Mr. Penfield reports that the Austro-Hungarian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs agrees to release Frank Ghiloni under certain conditions, namely, 
that Ghiloni, in the presence of an American Embassy official, will make 
a sworn affidavit that during the present war he will not bear arms 
against the Central Powers; that after his repatriation he will not leave 
American territory during the present war; that Mr. Ghiloni will be 
repatriated by way of Scandinavia, Holland, or Germany; and that a 
guarantee be given by the Government of the United States that the 
Entente Powers shall not seize Ghiloni and compel him to do military 
service. Mr. Penfield also states that it is the wish of the Austro- 
Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs to know if the American Govern- 
ment agrees to these conditions, so that Ghiloni's release may be effected 
immediately. 
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The Secretary of State to Ambassador Penfield. 

[Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

Department op State, 
Washington, May 8, 1916. 
Mr. Penfield is informed that the first two conditions for the release of 
Mr. Ghiloni mentioned in his telegram of May 5 are agreed to by the 
Department. As to the third condition, while an absolute guarantee can 
not be given, the Department does not believe that Mr. Ghiloni would 
be seized by the Entente Powers. The Government of the United States 
does not recognize the right of the Entente Powers to seize Mr. Ghiloni, 
and it would demand his immediate release in case he was seized. Of 
course it is understood that Mr. Ghiloni would not enter territory of 
Italy, and his return to the United States by the Scandinavian route 
would seem advisable. 



Ambassador Penfield to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

American Embassy, 
Vienna, June 19, 1916. 
Mr. Penfield reports that Frank Ghiloni has been released and deliv- 
ered to the Embassy, and that he will return to the United States via 
Scandinavia. 

Mr. Penfield will report the name of the steamer and date of sailing 
as soon as ascertained. 



